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WHO’S WHO OF THE MONTH
H.E. MR. BOONCHU ROJANASTIEN
THE "CAN DO” SOCIAL ENGINEER

Present Positions:
Minister of Finance.
Deputy Leader, Social Action Party.

Nationality:

Thai.

Age:

54 years.

Born:

. 20 January, 1922, in Chonburi.

Education:

M.S. degree, Higher Diploma of Accountancy,
Thammasat University.

Career:

Clerk at the Central Bank Bureau, which later
became the Bank of Thailand. After 2 years, he
left the Bank of Thailand to start his own
accounting firm. Hired on a six-month contract
basis to audit the Bangkok Bank’s accounts, he
was to join the Bank on a permanent basis and
left in 1975 after becoming a Director and Execu-
tive Vice President. In 1975, he won a seat in the
general- elections and ‘became Member of Parlia-
ment for Chonburi. March 1975 — Minister of
Finance.

Other Activities:

Member, National Ecohomic Development Board.
Member, University Council, Thammasat Univer-

sity. ©~ Member, Auditors’ Profession Control
Committee, Ministry of Economic Affairs. Chair-
man, Fund Raising Committee, Planned Parenthood
Association of Thailand. Chairman, Sithiporn
Krisdakorn Foundation. Advisor, Bhirasri Art
Foundation.

Marital Status:

Married to Khun Renoo, with 2 children — a son
and daughter.

Decorations/Awards:

Knight Grand Cross (First Class) of the Most
Exalted Order of the- White Elephant. Ordine
“Al Merito Della Republica Italiana”. Honorary
Doctor of Philosophy, Thammasat University.
Published Works:

Many articles in newspapers, magazines and
journals.

Hobbies:

Writing, music, golf, fencing, basketball, tennis,
swimming, jogging, and gardening.

Present Home Address: ‘
96 Soi Thonglor (55), Sukhumvit Road, Bangkok.
Present Office Address:

Office of the Minister, Ministry of Finance, Grand
Palace, Bangkok. Tel.: 214161.




In the 1976 budget, he again showed his strong
reformist tendencies by using a totally new concept
in working out the budget. Instead of merely
juggling about with figures, he used the budget as
an effective vehicle with which to implement his
Social Action Party’s most cherished objective,

namely, the bridging of the economic and social gap.

Through the budget, he was able to substantially
reduce the role of indirect taxation and to collect
more direct taxes, a move which displeased many
of the rich.

At the present time people in the know are
watching Minister Boonchu with great interest. As
the closest associate of the Prime Minister and
through his awesome ability, he has already carved
for himself a role which no Finance Minister in
Thailand has ever achieved.

Not only does he look upon finance as one
of the key ministries, but he sees himself as
coordinator of national economic and social pro-
grammes. Enjoying the trust of the Prime Minister,
he is able to implement these economic policies into
actual programmes.

Those who know him superficially say that
Minister Boonchu is more task-oriented than people-
oriented. This, however, does not mean that his
relationship with those around him is cold. He is, in
fact, very personable and charming by all accounts.

What he does not tolerate is inefficiency and
time wasted on small talk. He seldom attends
cocktail parties and is not the type of politician
who goes around kissing babies.

Rather, part of his appeal to both intellectuals
and to the masses stems from his confidence in his

.

own ability and from his strong conviction that what
he wants to do is right for the country. But most
of all, his popularity is based on his ability to get
things done quickly.

t is perhaps because he is so strongly

action-oriented that people who do not
know him well consider him to be very un-Thai
in his mannerisms as a politician, since politicians
in Thailand are supposed to spend a lot of time
drinking with friends and engaging in a lot of small
talk.

Minister Boonchu, because of his hard working
background and his strong urge to bring about results,
often does not seem to fit into the typical world of
Thai politics, and he is quite often criticized for
this.

What does the future hold for this remarkable
man? Many informed sources see him as the heir
apparent to M.R. Kukrit Pramoj. His staff at the
Ministry, many of whom were initially disturbed
by the internal changes in attitude that he brought
about, look upon him as having all the attributes of
a successful prime minister because of his effective-
ness, strong leadership qualities, devotion to work
and dedication to the country.

He himself has never expressed any desire
to be a future prime minister, for the time being
concentrating on the job at hand at the Ministry.
Perhaps this is the kind of premier that the country
needs — a person who can really get things done.

Whether or not the country will get him
depends on the forthcoming elections for which he
is expected to run in his former constituency of
Chonburi. A
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1. Lifestyle transformation under a full range of health and welliness
programmes

miﬂ%’mﬂﬁ'ﬂuﬁgﬁ'mﬂﬁ%mmﬂm"ummqm@ﬂﬂgﬁﬂm ;umwﬁ' ORI

& We offer guests a total lifestyle change to achieve wellness and
longevity with a full range of health and wellness programmes.

419 UBLLININNITLINgNENEA q‘umwﬁl uuuitﬁl,mu Fawanfiudin Awnsa
ilfiRie ¥ s98Ten siuwaziuenld lnensdfuilaauisnsldfaremuies

2. Focus on Mind, Body and Spirit

n91VANL AN NIWAR FNNEBLAS YN

& The focus of our health and wellness programmes is firmly on
balancing as well as rejuvenating the Mind, Body and Spirit,

& Lmeqmaﬂﬁgﬁﬂm qmmwmaﬁnﬂmuﬁ”’qa%'uuﬁugmmmmm NWUIAINU
UYSTILATARENINUBNAR $INNBUAT I

3. Customise and personalise programmes for guests.

ng 99A qﬁ?NLmeqmsﬂﬁgq%’ﬂm JANNIANIZHN

& Health and wellness programmes are designed to meet each
guest’s specific requirements. In other words, Chiva-Som’s programmes are
essentially customised for each individual’s lifestyle improvement.

& %mﬂimdjladﬁhjﬁﬂm "5 "mFunetingsnm a0 suAuT Y Aagautiy

s 994 §4 A9 5 wduuunusazaulneani:
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4. Integration of naturopathic and conventional medicines

R AREYA ﬂunﬂﬁﬂmmmwwémuaaﬂLLazLwaﬂ(LLmuﬁﬂﬁu

& We are committed to the total integration of complementary and
conventional medicines with the aim of delivering a comprehensive one-
stop healthcare service.

& lunng 99m qéﬁ\umwmmiﬂ%;ﬁﬂm qmmw%mmumﬁmﬁﬁmmwm
wnngniadanuazunmdunuiiagiuasugiuly iiaAanu UYTEIUAZATLINIUTBLTNNG
U 9ALAEN

5. Uniqueness of Thai hospitality

TnauAENANHIIIaINTAauTULLL Ing

& Our core strength in service delivery lies in the uniqueness of Thai
hospitality, which subtly combines the virtues of pride and humility.

& u?m'iﬂmﬁmmumﬁa%ul,w'm:ﬁmﬁl’uﬁlummguma DALAULA INLUAZ
et dnednmrsanuiulng

6. Blend of Eastern philosophies (The Middle Way) and Western
diagnostic skills

MW U ulFrIezIueeniuTinEzN1gItadlsAIIn TUAN

& Blending the wisdom of Eastern philosophies and Western
diagnostic skills is our core competency and a key driver of our worldwide

SUCCess.
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7. Teamwork and human resource development are key to our
continued success.

miv‘h\‘nmﬂuﬁuLLa:ﬂﬁiﬁﬁumqﬂmmaﬂ'wﬁiﬂLﬁauﬂuﬁfﬂwmmm 1539

& Teamwork and ongoing human resource development are top
priorities in Chiva-Som’s forward drive and foremost in the minds of feam
members.

& ?mmm:mmﬁmﬂumﬁmq%’ﬁﬁiaLﬁaﬁmmﬁmwmﬁuuﬂu Fugunilasy
e WazinIsRRILIAINEAI ﬁmm‘umqﬂﬁmm{a:muaﬂ'miﬁwﬂqmé’q

8. Continuous development and innovation

marﬂ?uﬂa;\iLLa:ﬁuﬁmuﬁmmm‘lwﬂaﬂ'wﬁimﬁm

& Chiva-Som is deeply committed to continuous development of
the expertise in lifestyle change and remaining on the cutting edge of the
health and wellness industry.

N %‘mﬁiuﬁai’mwﬂi”uﬂgmmmwu,a:mm’ig’mu?ﬂfmﬂu&qﬁm"mﬁﬂmaammm
mu@jiﬂﬁuuﬁfmma‘ummiuaz@z‘umm Lﬁ@mﬁ%ﬁ “ALLATAMURELALURIBIANT

9. Placing quality above scale in growing the business

iAulnfeRuAINLINNINLTINN

& In growing the business, quality is placed above scale. In other
words, Chiva-Som would rather be small but exceeding expectations than

large and only meeting expectations.
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& mLﬁaﬂmﬂu%‘lﬁﬁmimmmﬂ'auﬁ' NUALLENS LAINUAMUANAYILNE WNUNNT
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10. Environmental care under the Preserve Hua Hin movement

m:gﬁ’wgflunma”ammﬂﬁlﬁmmuﬂwﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁaﬁu

& It is our core value to partner with state agencies in nurturing the
environment and thus give back to the community the benefits derived
from it. Hence, the championing of the Preserve Hua Hin movement and all
of its acfivities.
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Let no frouble overcome you,

Heart, my heart - but bear your pain

Spring shall come, and bring again

All that winter’s take from you.

And how great is your treasure |

And the world, how fair a place |
And, my heart, you may embrace

All on earth that gives you pleasure.
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Do not stand at my grave and weep

Do not stand at my grave and weep;
I am not there, I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow.
I am the diamond glints on snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain.
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning’s hush
I am the swift uplifting rush,
of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry,

[ am not there.
1 did not die.

“Anonymous”
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