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“MY DESTINY”

| do not remember the day, month nor even the year when | heard
these two words being said, "My Destiny.” But | do remember most vividly
the man who said it when | asked him why he wanted to become a politician
when he was already a well-known and highly respected banker. Many
entrepreneurs, and even government officials do not deny of the fact that
in those days he was very often referred to as the “Economic Czar” of Thailand.
Yes. the man who replied to my question with these ftwo very significant
words was none other than

Khun Boonchu Rojanastien

then the President of Bangkok Bank after he had a spell as Finance
Minister and later on as Deputy Prime Minister in the Kukrit Pramoj Government.

| was recruited by Khun Boonchu when he was then the Deputy
Managing Director of Bangkok Bank some 46 years ago. My first assignment was,
"Go and solicit as many multinational companies as you are able fo.”
he commanded. He was indeed a commander and as all great commanders
are, his instructions were short but clear cut. And one had better carry
them out - with 120% resultst And we had betfter “deliver.” And together with

the ingenious business acumen of our great beloved founder, Khun Chin
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Sophonpanich, Bangkok Bank grew to be the largest financial institution in
Thailond within a short period of 10 years after its establishment in 1944,
The bank still remains the largest when she celebrated her birthday last year.

And much credit must be given to Khun Boonchu Rojanastien!

Khun Boonchu Rojanastien was my banking instructor and my mentor.
He was everything | wanted to become but never able to achieve.

If only our country has many more administrators of
his calibre!

| bow my head in the greatest respect to this man who uftered,

“My Destiny.”

Piti Sithi-Amnuai
Executive Co-Chairman

Bangkok Bank Public Company Limited
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The Khun Boonchu That Few Know.

Most people think of Khun Boonchu as the weadlthy banker who entered
politics, became an active Member of Parlioment, and ended his remaining
days running his internationally acclaimed health spa, Chiva-Som. | think of
Khun Boonchu differently. | think of him as one of the outfstanding men of
his time. a larger than life individual. Here’s why.

In the 40 odd years of my associafion with him, | have never met a more
intense, dedicated or hard working man. He was always sitting at his desk,
reading, writing or learning something. Whether he was at work, at home,
or even when ftraveling overseas, his “work” was forever his life. For “reloxation”,
if ever, he took fime out to “relax”, by lessons in fencing. basketball, badminton
and an occasional golf game. Even in these physical pursuits, he fried to
excel as best he could always inviting Thailand’s best sportsmen to his villa
to help him improve his game. He was that kind of man. No compromises.

He had such a passion for “work”, meaning improving himself, that he
spent most of his waking moments in reading. writing and in studying subjects
that would better his own knowledge of issues that might better society.
He was, at heart, fruly a “social engineer” a term he often used. It was

this desire to do something positive for society that led him into public life.

(0]
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(He was the longest serving member in Thailand’s turbulent parliaments).
How he became a political figure is in itself a fascinating story.

The year war 1973. Prior to this year, Thailand was run by various
military juntas, and there was no way any civilian could play a role in
“social engineering” without having to compromise oneself to working with
the various regimes that was currently in power. It was no different for Khun
Boonchu. But within this political milieu, Khun Boonchu had already made
his mark. As the de facto head of the Bangkok Bank at that time, and with
General Praphas Charusatien as Chairman of the Bank, he utilized this position
to write many position papers with “suggestions” to the “strong man” of that time.
These papers eventually led to “Thailand’s First Six-Years Development Plan”,
the formation of the “National Housing Authority”, the Board of Investment,
importance of promoting fourism, and having rural agricultural credit-—-just to
mention a few of the innovative policy changes that can be attributed to
this man. (All these policy change suggestions are well documented in the
"Annual and Half Annual” Reports of the Bangkok Bank from 1960-1970). It was
a frequent office joke in the office when the Thai newspapers would
headline “Praphas crificizes Government” whenever any of these semi-annual
reports came out. Khun Boonchu never landed in jail for crificizing the dictatorial
governments of his time, because these reports were signed by no other than

“General Praphas Charusatien, Chairman, Bangkok Bank!!.”
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So back to 1973, This was the year when Khun Boonchu saw a real
chance to openly help society. He saw the need to have qualified,
well educated, clean and dedicated people enter the realm of Thai politics.
These people were to “serve” society, not to make money from it. This sense
of mission led him to start a new political party, the “Social Action Party.”
Khun Boonchu was the real originator of the Party, and he later invited
M.R. Kukrit Pramoj to head the Party. | can attest to this, because he
sent me tfo Singapore to meet with officials of the Social Action Party of
Singapore, (he greatly admired the meritocracy principles of Lee Kuan Yew)
and many ideas in the formation SAP actually came from the Singaporean
model. Khun Boonchu had hoped that this new party could attract similar
minded people to join forces to further a cause. Little did he realize
that Thai society, for whatever reason, did not believe in “causes”
---however noble--- but a society totally entrenched in the “personality cult”
following system. No Kukrit , no Party. It was for this reason that his political life
as a member of the Executive branch was short-lived. He could only serve
as longer as a member of the counfry’s legislature. This he did with distinction
fill the end of his life.

I remember well his first morning at public office. As is the custom,
any newly appointed finance minister’'s first act would be paying his respect

to the Lord Buddha at Wat Prakeow. | was privieged to be with him that

[~
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first morning. He told me after the solemn ceremony that he had prayed
to be not just a good public servant in deed, but in thought as well.
He was that pure of heart. | can attest to this, for while he was in office,
he was approached by all types of people with all type of “deals”.
He never listened to any of them. His was a clean administration, and if he
suffered severe financial hardship after his term in office, he would say
to me “that is the price office”. | truly wish Thailand had more politicians with
his spirit of office.

Nonetheless, during his brief tenure in the Government, he left behind
a legacy of immense importance. His Budget Bill was the first one in Thailand’s
history that did not deal in platitudes, but actually cited facts and figures
and Targets that could measure success for his term of office. This starfed
a precedent for successive governments to this day. This in itself is a legacy
of this remarkable man’s gift to Thai society. Succeeding Thai governments
have tried, on paper at least, to show some measure of accountability in
their Budget proposals.

There is another important legacy of public service that can be traced
to Khun Boonchu. Prior to the Kukrit government, the administrative system of
government was totally centrally controlled. Khun Boonchu was responsible
for de-centralizing government decisions by his "Tambon” scheme,

which gave financial power to the provinces. This began the process of
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administrative de-centralization, which remains to this day. If up-country
politicians have importance today, they only have Khun Boonchu fto thank.

There are many other people who should be thankful to Khun Boonchu.
| know for a fact that he supported a great number of students, at home
and abroad, very quietly and without fanfare. This was his personal way
of repaying society. He greafly believed in education, and he proved it
in this way.

On a personal note, | wish to state on record that he had no
connection whatsoever with my failed company, the PSA Group. He had
no financial or executfive dedlings with my companies, much to the common
beliefs. He was nothing more than my ex boss, my mentor, and | am privileged
tfo say, my life-long friend.

| loved him dearly, and miss him much more.

Paul Sithi-Amnuai
May 1%, 2009
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“duuizo:”

Do not stand at my grave and weep

Do not stand at my grave and weep;
I am not there, I do not sleep.
I am a thousand winds that blow.
I am the diamond glints on snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain.
I am the gentle autumn rain.
When you awaken in the morning’s hush
I am the swift uplifiing rush,
of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry,

[ am not there.
1 did not die.

“Anonymous”
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